
COMS324: COMMUNICATION ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENT
FINAL PROJECT

Name:
ID:

Final Grade _______ 50

CREATIVE COMPONENT /5 /4 /3 /2 /1
Clarity: structure, messages, symbols that are being analyzed are clear
Displays understanding of chosen space e!ectively 

E!ectiveness: Creative concept is e!ective for the kind of messages being 
disseminated

X

Theory: Concepts learned in class & researched outside of class evident (e.g., 
which bodies included/excluded, production of space, etc.)
Context: Intended audience and placement of project is clear X X X

Technique: aesthetic consideration, polished, executed to its potential X

Content Subtotal: _______ 25

WRITTEN COMPONENT /5 /4 /3 /2 /1

Argument: The paper has a strong thesis statement which identifies the central 
arguments of the project.

X X

Supporting Argument: The paper has several subpoints that illustrate/support the 
thesis statement.

Sources: Sources are integrated seamlessly and e!ectively into the paper. Cogent 
use of theories and concepts from course.

Good sentence structure, easy to read, e!ective paragraphing and transitions X

Formatting: APA or MLA, name, ID number, 1 inch margins, double-spaced, 12 
font, Times New Roman, pgs.  AND posted on blog

X X X X

Paragraph on division of labour, the challenges and benefits of collaborative 
writing and research. (skip if doing project alone)

X X X X

Technique Subtotal: _______ 19
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Presentation /5 /4 /3 /2 /1

E!ective in communicating idea

Time Limit respected (5 min)

Presentation Subtotal: _______ 6
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COMS324: COMMUNICATION ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENT
FINAL PROJECT

EXPLAINED

Final Grade _______ 50

CREATIVE EXAMPLE /5 /4 /3 /2 /1

Clarity: structure, messages, 
symbols that are being 
analyzed (re-articulated/re-
created) are clear

The concepts and values 
that are being re-
articulated/re-created are 
clear to the reader. They 
clearly demonstrate a 
correlation between the 
original space and the 
project’s ‘space’. They 
clearly demonstrate a new 
message being conveyed.

 The concepts and values 
that are being re-articulated/
re-created are somewhat 
clear to the reader. They 
demonstrate a correlation 
between the original space 
and the project’s ‘space’. 
They have a new message 
being conveyed, but it is less 
directly correlated to the 
original advertisement than 
assignments receiving 5.

 The concepts and values 
that are being re-
articulated/re-created are 
clear, but there is a 
di!culty in 
understanding them. 
They demonstrate 
somewhat of a correlation 
between the original 
space and the project’s 
‘space’, but this 
correlation is not directly 
clear. There does not 
seem to be a clear new 
message being conveyed.

 There seems to be very 
few if any concepts or 
values being re-
articulated/re-created. 
There is an indirect 
correlation between the 
original space and the 
project’s ‘space’. There is 
no clear new message 
being conveyed.

 There are no 
concepts or values 
being re-articulated/
re-created. There is 
no correlation 
between the original 
space and the 
project’s ‘space’. 
There is no message 
being conveyed.

Displays understanding of 
chosen space e!ectively 

See above for criteria.
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E!ectiveness: Creative 
concept is e!ective for the 
kind of messages being 
disseminated.

The creative concept for the 
‘space’ is original and is 
relevant to the kind of 
message being articulated/
produced.

The creative concept for 
the ‘space’ is not original 
and is only somewhat 
relevant to the kind of 
message being 
articulated/produced.

There is very little or no 
creative concept for the 
‘space’ and what is 
produced has little 
relevance to the kind of 
message being 
articulated/produced.

There is no creative 
concept for the 
‘space’ and what is 
produced has no 
relevance to the kind 
of message being 
articulated/produced.

Theory: Concepts learned in 
class and researched outside 
of class evident

 Concepts and values 
learned in class evident. 
Project does a significant 
amount of external 
research on concepts 
necessary for e"ectiveness 
of project. Clearly 
demonstrate an 
understanding of concepts 
and theories. Concepts 
utilized very e"ective.

 Concepts and values learned 
in class evident. Project does 
some external research on 
concepts necessary for 
e"ectiveness of project. 
Clearly demonstrate an 
understanding of concepts 
and theories. Concepts 
utilized e"ective but less so 
than 5. 

 Concepts and values 
learned in class somewhat 
evident. Project does 
little external research on 
concepts necessary for 
e"ectiveness of project. 
Understanding of 
concepts and theories is 
not always clear. 
Concepts utilized 
e"ective.

 Concepts and values 
learned in class do not 
seem evident. Project 
does no external 
research on concepts 
necessary for 
e"ectiveness of project. 
Understanding of 
concepts and theories is 
obscured. Concepts 
utilized but somewhat 
disconnected.

 Concepts and values 
learned in class not 
evident. Project does 
no external research 
on concepts 
necessary for 
e"ectiveness of 
project. 
Understanding of 
concepts and theories 
poor. Concepts 
utilized scattered and 
disconnected.

Context: Intended audience 
and placement of project is 
clear (e.g., if it’s a map- 
where is it posted? Why?)

X X X
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Technique: aesthetic 
consideration, polished, 
executed to its potential

X The overall impression of this 
articulation of space is 
excellent. Demonstrates 
care and attention to detail 
in aesthetic and structure. 
High level of rigor. 

The overall impression of 
this articulation of space 
is very good. 
Demonstrates care and 
attention to detail, but 
less than 4.

The overall impression 
of this articulation of 
space is satisfactory. The 
project makes sense in 
few places, but overall 
can be very 
disconnected and 
components confusing 
and/or unexplained. 

The overall 
impression of this 
articulation of space 
is poor. The project 
ideas disconnected 
from its structure. 
Components missing 
and/or detract from 
e"ectiveness of 
project.

Content Subtotal: _______ 25

WRITTEN COMPONENT /5 /4 /3 /2 /1

ARGUMENT: The paper has 
a strong thesis statement 
which identifies the central 
argument of the project.

X X These thesis statements 
encapsulate what the 
entire paper and project is 
about and include what the 
student is arguing. 
Excellent thesis statements 
are concise and well 
developed. The entire 
paper always relates back 
to this thesis statement. 
These thesis statements go 
well beyond simply making 
observations.

These thesis statements 
touch on most of what 
the paper and project is 
about, but are less 
comprehensive. These 
thesis statements need 
to be more concise & 
well developed. The rest 
of the paper only makes 
some connections to 
the thesis statement, 
but they are not 
explicit. These thesis 
statements don’t go 
beyond making 
observations.

These thesis statements 
are disconnected to 
what the paper and the 
project discusses. These 
thesis statements are 
vague and di!cult to 
find. The rest of the 
paper does not or barely 
connects to the thesis 
statement. These thesis 
statements are 
descriptive observations 
rather than an 
argument.
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SUPPORTING 
ARGUMENT: The paper has 
several subpoints that 
illustrate/support the thesis 
statement.

These arguments illustrate 
the thesis statement. These 
supporting arguments have 
topic sentences at the 
beginning of each 
paragraph which detail to 
the reader the supporting 
argument, they explicitly 
connect to the thesis 
statement and use 
examples directly from the 
space chosen and analyze, 
in a well-developed 
paragraph, elements 
directly from the space that 
illustrates their thesis 
statement.

These arguments 
illustrate the thesis 
statement. These 
supporting arguments 
have topic sentences at 
the beginning of each 
paragraph which detail to 
the reader the supporting 
argument, they are less 
explicitly connected to 
the thesis statement and 
the examples from the 
space are less developed 
and analytical than those 
that receive 5. These still 
use elements directly 
from the space that 
illustrate their thesis 
statement.

These arguments 
satisfactorily illustrate the 
thesis statement. These 
responses are well 
organized with logical 
transitions from paragraph 
to paragraph. These 
responses are well-
structured, ideas are built 
on each other.

These arguments 
illustrate the thesis 
statement only 
slightly.  These 
responses are well 
organized with 
choppy transitions 
from paragraph to 
paragraph, the 
organization and 
structure is 
somewhat logical and 
ideas can be 
scattered.

These arguments do not 
illustrate the thesis 
statement.  These 
responses are poorly or 
not organized. 
Paragraphs do not flow 
and ideas are completely 
scattered.
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SOURCES: Sources are 
integrated seamlessly and 
e!ectively into the paper. 
Cogent use of theories and 
concepts from course 

The paper shows a 
significant amount of 
research. The argument and 
supporting arguments are 
explicitly connected, and 
the course materials and 
external scholarly literature 
and media are very well 
integrated into the fabric of 
the paper. This paper's 
elements function 
together.

The paper shows a strong 
amount of research. The 
argument and supporting 
arguments are less 
explicitly connected and 
the course materials 
external scholarly 
literature and media are 
well integrated into the 
fabric of the paper. This 
paper's elements function 
together well, but are 
slightly choppy and 
disconnected than 5s.

The paper shows a 
satisfactory amount of 
research. The argument 
and supporting arguments 
are only slightly connected 
and the course materials 
and external scholarly 
literature and media are 
included in the paper, but 
are not integrated well. This 
paper's elements function 
together slightly, but 
overall produces a choppy 
paper.

The paper shows very 
little amount of 
research. The paper 
does not flow at all. 
The argument and 
supporting 
arguments are not 
connected and the 
course materials and 
external scholarly 
literature and media 
may not be fully 
included or well 
integrated. This 
paper may have some 
elements missing and 
those present are 
only vaguely 
connected.

The paper shows no 
research into the topic. 
The paper does not flow 
together and either the 
argument and some 
supporting arguments 
may be missing. The 
course materials and 
external scholarly 
literature and media are 
barely or not used and 
many elements are 
missing.
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Good sentence structure, 
easy to read, e!ective 
paragraphing and transitions 

X These responses are 
extremely well organized 
with logical transitions 
from paragraph to 
paragraph. These 
responses are well-
structured, ideas are built 
on each other. Responses 
are clear, concise, 
avoiding repetition, 
avoiding overly broad/
general statements, and 
the writing flows well. No 
grammatical or spelling 
errors. 

These responses are well 
organized. The organization 
and structure is somewhat 
logical and ideas can be 
scattered. These responses 
are clear and concise, 
responses may employ 
somewhat general 
language, and may be 
slightly di!cult to read at 
times, but overall, solid 
writing. Some grammatical 
or spelling errors, but do 
not detract from meaning. 

These responses are 
poorly written. 
Responses are not 
always clear, 
language is wordy 
general, and di!cult 
to read. Many 
grammatical and 
spelling errors that 
obscure meaning.

These responses are 
poorly written and 
poorly or not organized. 
Paragraphs do not flow 
and ideas are completely 
scattered. Very unclear 
writing, run-on 
sentences, and makes 
very little sense. 
Reading is rendered 
very di!cult due to 
spelling and grammatical 
errors.

Formatting — APA or MLA, 
name, ID number, 1 inch 
margins, double-spaced, 12 
font, Times New Roman, 
appropriate pgs.  AND posted 
on blog

X X X X

Paragraph on division of 
labour, the challenges and 
benefits of collaborative 
writing and research.

X X X X

Technique Subtotal: _______ 19
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Presentation /5 /4 /3 /2 /1

E!ective in 
communicating 
idea

Presentation demonstrates 
an excellent understanding 
of space chosen. Thesis 
statements encapsulate 
what the entire project is 
about and include what the 
student is arguing. Excellent 
thesis statements are 
concise and well developed. 
Able to seamlessly integrate 
theories. Presentation style 
is e"ective and supports the 
kind of messages being 
analyzed. If Collab: Team 
demonstrates excellent 
collaborative e"ort in 
speaking. 

Presentation demonstrates an 
excellent understanding of 
space chosen. Thesis 
statements encapsulate what 
the entire project is about and 
include what the student is 
arguing. Thesis statements are 
concise and well developed, but 
at times not as clear. Correctly 
and cogently identifies main 
arguments and able to 
seamlessly integrate theories 
but less than a 5. Presentation 
style is e"ective and supports 
the kind of messages being 
analyzed. If Collab: Team 
demonstrates collaborative 
e"ort in speaking. 

Presentation demonstrates 
a satisfactory 
understanding of space 
chosen. Thesis statements 
encapsulate what the entire 
project is about and include 
some arguments. Thesis 
statements are concise and 
well developed, but at times 
not as clear. Identifies main 
arguments but integration 
of theories is choppy. 
Presentation style is 
e"ective and somewhat 
supports the kind of 
messages being analyzed. T 
If Collab: eam 
demonstrates collaborative 
e"ort in speaking. 

Presentation demonstrates 
some understanding of 
space chosen. Statements 
are only descriptive 
observations rather than an 
argument. Barely or does 
not identify main arguments 
and theories. Presentation 
style is wordy, redundant 
and informal and does not 
support the kind of 
messages being analyzed. If 
Collab: Team demonstrates 
little collaborative e"ort in 
speaking. 

Presentation 
demonstrates no or 
very little of space 
chosen. Statements 
are vague descriptions 
of the project. 
Presentation style is 
ine"ective and does 
not support the kind 
of messages being 
analyzed. If Collab: 
Team demonstrates 
no e"ort in 
collaborative 
speaking. 

Time Limit 
respected (5 min)

X X X X

Presentation Subtotal: _______ 6
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