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DIGITAL TOOLS SEMINAR: PART ONE 
 
OBJECTIVE FOR THIS LESSON:  
 
By this end of this lesson, students will be ready to use Feedly to curate useful blogs, 
magazine and newspaper feeds for research; Pocket to clip articles from places 
online that interest them so that they can read offline at their leisure; and Evernote 
to begin organizing found online materials along with other images, videos, or 
prior papers they may have written in other classes. They will also be ready to 
tackle the next workbook section, which includes a huge list of potentially 
interesting online reading for them to select and curate for themselves. 
 
 
Today’s Tutorial will involve the following tools: 
 

1. Feedly: this is an RSS aggregator that gathers all blogs in one place each and 
every day. Watch a one minute video, here: http://vimeo.com/23090931 
 

2. Pocket: this service allows you to clip blog articles, web pages and other 
things to read offline or later. Watch this one minute video on Pocket: 
http://vimeo.com/40168555 
 

3. Evernote: This services saves web pages, audio, video, and pdfs in project-
oriented scrapbooks that you can organize, arrange and share with others. 
Watch a one minute video, here: http://vimeo.com/46062000 

 
 

4. If This, Then That: Automates commands like “save” and “forward” from 
one program to another. We are only going to use this one today. 
 

 
To complete this lesson, students are asked to take the following steps: 
 
 
Step A: Make an account on Feedly and get some blogs in your fe 

 
 
1. . Go to Feedly: www.feedly.com  and make an account for yourself. 
 
 (note: try to keep your username, address and password the same for every           
account we open. It will be easier to remember everything later.) 
 



2. Look to the left hand column and click “add content” 
 
3. Click “culture” and pick at least two blogs to add by clicking on them and 
then clicking the green + sign in the left hand column 
 
4. Go back and click the “add content” button on the top of the left hand 
grey column 
 
5. In the search bar, type “New  York Times” 
 
6. You will see a series of options. Skip the # option, and click on “Uploads 
by the New York Times” 
 
7. On the next page, you will see a green button at the top that says “feedly.” 
Click this, and then click the green button at the bottom in the left column 

 
 
Step B: Make account on Pocket, and start saving Feedly articles to read later 
 

1. Go to Pocket: www.pocket.com and make an account. 
 
 

2. Now, you are going to add a Pocket extension to your web browser so you 
can save articles to read whenever you’d like. To do this: Open up a new tab, 
go to this url, and add the extension suitable for the browser you are using 
right now. 
 
http://help.getpocket.com/customer/portal/articles/636145-how-to-
install-pocket-in-your-browser 
 

3. Now, we will practice saving blog entries from Feedly to Pocket to read 
offline on the train or anytime later. To do this: 
 

4. Go back to your Feedly tab (www.feedly.com) 
 

5. Click on a blog you’ve added to Feedly, and choose a story. 
 

6. At the top of the story, you should see a menu bar that looks like. The one 
below, click on the three vertical dots toward the right, and you’ll get a pull-
down menu. From there, click “Pocket”. To see that your story was saved to 
Pocket, you can click on “see list.”  (image is on next page…) 



 
 
9. Repeat this process, but this time try and add it using the Pocket extension 
that should be in your browser toolbar. 
 

10. Keep going until you have four stories added from Feedly to Pocket. We’ll be 
working with these shortly. 

 
 

Step C: Make account on Evernote & download the Evernote desktop app 
 

1. Open up a new tab and go to Evernote.com; make an account for yourself 
 

2. Download the Evernote application to your desktop 
 

3. Open up the Evernote application on your desktop and and keep it on in the 
background, so it’s handy for later in this exercise 
 

Step D:  Download these apps to your iPhone or Android, if you have one: 
 

1. Feedly 
2. Pocket 
3. Evernote 
 

 
Step E: Make an account on If This, Then That and add a Menu Command 
 

1. Go to  If This then That: https://ifttt.com/ 
 

2. Make an account for yourself and write down your information 
 

3. Click “this” then click “that” then click “continue” twice 
 



4. Click on “show more channels” under the icons on the page 
 

5. Click on the green Evernote logo (an elephant in the second row), the Pocket 
logo (a red icon in row four) and Facebook groups (in the fifth row), then  
press “continue” 
 

6. Open a NEW TAB, and in the URL paste this: 
https://ifttt.com/myrecipes/personal/18772624 
 
Note: This is a script that automatically forwards anything you save to 
Pocket over to Evernote. This is a one-time thing and you’ll never have to 
worry about  it again. I just wanted you to know what you you were doing, 
here. 
 
 

7. Follow the prompts and allow If This Then That to access your Pocket and 
Evernote accounts. 
 

Step F: Go to Evernote and start to arrange your material 
 

1. Go back to your Evernote Desktop Application 
 

2. Click on Notebooks in the left hand column 
 

3. Click on + Notebook on left hand top of page 
 

4. Create one notebook called Approaches 2015 
 

5. Create one notebook called “YOUR NAME Shared with Terri” and then 
click the icon under the wheel on the book, add my email to the box, and 
send to me 
 

6. Click on “Notes” in the left hand column 
 

7. Click your cursor on one of the notes, press control and a drop down menu 
should appear. Press “Save to a folder” and choose “Approaches 2015” 

 
 

You are now ready to use Feedly to collect useful blogs for research, Pocket to 
clip articles from places online that interest you, and Evernote to beginning 
organizing those articles along with other images, videos, or prior papers 
you may have written in other classes.  
 
COMING ATTRACTIONS (NOT DUE NOW!): Soon, you’ll be asked to start 
growing your Feedly account with a list of 20 or so online sources you feel 
are pertinent to your interests as a researcher. To get you started, here are 
some I like: 



PRINT NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES ONLINE 

The New York Times www.newyorktimes.com  
The Guardian [UK] www.guardian.co.uk  
The Independent [UK] www.independent.co.uk  
The Los Angeles Times www.latimes.com  
China Daily www.chinadaily.com  
The New Yorker www.newyorker.com  
New York Magazine www.newyorkmag.com  
The Atlantic www.theatlantic.com  
The Nation www.thenation.com  
The New Republic www.thenewrepublic.com  
Wired Magazine www.wired.com  
Rolling Stone www.rollingstone.com  
Vibe Magazine www.vibe.com  
Advertising Age www.advertisingage.com  
Variety www.variety.com  
Billboard Magazine www.billboard.com  
Women’s Wear Daily www.wwd.com  

WEB SITES AND BLOGS DEVOTED TO POPULAR CULTURE 

China Hush www.chinahush.com  
ColorLines www.colorlines.com  
Crunk Feminist Collective www.crunkfeministcollective.com  
Deadspin www.deadspin.com  
Gawker www.gawker.com  
Grantland: www.grantland.com  
Grist Food Blog www.grist.org  
The Hairpin www.thehairpin.com  
Ill Doctrine www.illdoctrine.com  
I09 http://io9.com/ 
Jacobin Magazine www.jacobin.com  
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          Juxtapoz Magazine www.juxtapoz.com  
          Last Rites www.lastrit.es  
          Messy Nessy Chic www.messynessychic.com  

   Muslima Media Watch www.patheos.com/blogs/mmw/  
  

              N plus 1 www.nplusonemag.com  
Original Plumbing www.originalplumbing.com  
New Black Man: http://newblackman.blogspot.com/  
New York Songlines www.newyorksonglines.com  
Pitchfork Magazine www.pitchfork.com  
PopCulture Photocomix http://welcometotripcity.com/category/series/culturepop-

photocomix/  
Pop and Politics www.popandpolitics.com  
PopMatters: www.popmatters.com  
Racialicious www.racialicious.com  
Rookie Magazine www.rookiemag.com  
The Quietus www.thequietus.com  
StudentActivism www.studentactivism.net  
Salon: www.salon.com  
Slate: www.slate.com  

  Threadbared: iheartthreadbared.wordpress.com/  

Vice Magazine www.vice.com  

 
 


