
INVISIBLE CITY 07 REMOTE

This city is a map of love
on this street you met me
here snow joined our lips

here we said goodbye
and your eyes followed me for so long

here our paths married
here our hands found home

here I ran to you in illness
here I drove you for the last time

here you hid yourself from me
here I won’t stop looking for you

– Anna Kamienska
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It has always been this way with the 
map~makers: from their !rst scratches 
on the cave wall to show the migration 
patterns of the herds, they have traced 
lines and lived inside them. 
—Sonenberg, Cartographies
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psychogeography
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psychogeography

"the study of the precise laws 
and speci!c e"ects of the 
geographical environment, 
consciously organized or not, 
on the emotions and behavior 
of individuals." 

quotes taken from Guy Debord, 1958
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dérive 
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dérive 
dérive (drift)
- technique of rapid passage 
through varied ambiences
-  involves awareness of 
psychogeographical e"ects
- a playful-constructive passage 
through the environment
-from Guy Debord, 1958
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détournement

http://www.oakoak.fr/
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détournement
détournement
- transformation of existing semiotic structures through a ‘reuse of 
preexisting artistic elements in a new ensemble’
- a hijacking, misappropriation, detour
- a diversion of the system

-from Guy Debord, 1958

http://www.oakoak.fr/
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to consider
How is space represented? 
What are the political and ideological currents embedded in representation?
(in maps, in guides, in the representation of bodies on screen, etc)
How can we represent space in alternative ways to the dominant models?

Perception —the multiple ways in which people receive information from their 
environment/surroundings allowing them to know their environment. 
What are some of the ways we receive information? 

Cognition —the way people understand the environment 
- occurs through immediate sensory experience coupled with memories and 
experiences of the past. 
How can you tell you are where you are?

Studies of perception and cognition, (inc. phenomenology) look at how we 
organize, identify and interpret information through our senses.
In other words, study our embodied lived experience.

mercredi 28 janvier 15



Space is produced by the dynamic relations between spatial 
practice,  representational space, and representations of space 
over time. 
- Lefebvre
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cognitive mapping
- describes the process humans use to think 
about space and the ways in which they 
re!ect and act (with their bodies) upon those 
thoughts in their everyday behaviours

- produces a social cartography

- 'the analysis of representation on a high and 
complex level' —Fredric Jameson

- A cognitive map, or mental map, is a map 
drawn by a person to record geographically 
his or her memories, ideas, and perspectives 
of a particular place

- a planning tool also used to determine 
desired future development

- are used to identify geographic areas of a 
community that people like, dislike, 
frequently visit, feel are important, travel 
through regularly, feel safe in
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embodiment / space

 Farman, using phenomenology, proposes that embodiment 
and space are co-constitutive.

 One can never "inhabit" space because it implies entering a 
preexisting "eld that our bodies simply "ll. 

 space is always "constructed simultaneously with our 
bodies” (Farman, p. 18). 

 part of this is cultural (social, political)
 part is also biological (corporeal, of the body)
 mobile technologies recon"gure the ways their users can 

embody space as they move into everyday environments
 In this new embodied environment, subjects locate 

themselves in digital space and material space simultaneously, 
with each shaping perceptions of the other. 
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sensory-inscribed body
from Jason Farman, Mobile Interface Theory

  blends 2 modes of simultaneous embodiment:

 we are embodied through our perceptive being-in-the-world

 we are embodied through our reading of the world/environment

A body conceived out of a sensory engagement across material and 
digital landscapes

 a body that simultaneously incorporates socio-cultural inscriptions of 
itself in these emerging spaces. 

 proprioception: understanding the extent of one’s body in the world                                           
(our capacity to orient - Sara Ahmed)

 It incorporates how bodies are interpreted, coded, and identi!ed by 
others and also by other spaces and turned back onto the body itself. 

 the way we are interpreted and coded by spaces is as important; they 
inscribe our bodies

QUESTIONS

 What is an example that demonstrates a sensory-inscribed body?
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history of maps & mapping

15th c — The invention of printing 
made maps more widely available 
Maps were "rst printed using 
carved wooden blocks. 

CARTOGRAPHY
1843, from French cartographie, from 
Medieval Latin carta (see card (n.)) + 
French -graphie, from Greek -graphein 
"to write, to draw".

 40,000 years ago — First maps, by hunter 
gatherers

  ‘rock maps’ which were etchings on rocks
 2300BCE — by the Babylonians (modern day Iraq) 

 The "rst known map of the world
 scratched on a clay tablet

 By 500 B.C.E., Greece was the center of scienti"c 
study and learning in the ancient world.
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Gerardus Mercator of Flanders (now Belgium) - leading cartographer of the 16th c. 
He developed a cylindrical projection that is still widely used for navigation charts and 
global maps. 
He published the above map of the world in 1569 based on this projection.
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The Gall-Peters Projection (1970s)

Robinson Projection (1974)

Mercator Projection (1569)
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(1979)
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'silences' on maps
from J.B. Harley, Maps, Knowledge, Power:

 the politically charged removal of certain

       places and landmarks from a map

 the de-emphasis of certain areas

 have to consider technological constraints to

representation (Google ‘blurring’ particular areas on their maps)

 often end up with self-ful!lling prophecies about the geography of 
power

QUESTIONS

 What are some ways cartographers (material/virtual) can unmask 
the silences in traditional maps and help produce new maps? 

 Is it useful to think about a détournement of the traditional 
silences of maps and, in turn, silence dominant forms of power? How 
would that look like?

maps exert a social 
in!uence through their 
omissions as much as by 
the features they depict 
and emphasize

mercredi 28 janvier 15



what do maps do?

Seph Cadiz

Where there is space, we make maps to de"ne and navigate it.

- give us a sense of place and where we are in relationship to other places.

- help us make sense of ourselves in space, "nd our way, etc.

- direct and orient bodies in particular ways, esp. by borders
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virtual<>real

 it is impossible to think of the real and the virtual as 
separate

 the ‘virtual’ often has real life consequences on our 
lives, our bodies and how we feel and perceive ourselves 
and the world around us

 This interaction is of interest because of the rise of 
pervasive computing space— that is: the ubiquity of 
computers in our lives

 ubiquitous/pervasive computing can occur using any 
device, in any location, and in any format

 Landscapes have become informational interfaces like 
the graphical user interface of a screen
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http://www.annabellem.com/
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access4mtl.tumblr.com

http://dashspeed.deviantart.com/art/Montreal-
Metro-2050-72197804

Statistics Canada 2006

mercredi 28 janvier 15

http://dashspeed.deviantart.com/art/Montreal-Metro-2050-72197804
http://dashspeed.deviantart.com/art/Montreal-Metro-2050-72197804
http://dashspeed.deviantart.com/art/Montreal-Metro-2050-72197804
http://dashspeed.deviantart.com/art/Montreal-Metro-2050-72197804


mercredi 28 janvier 15



Statistics Canada 2006
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