
 
“We’ve learned to call queens outside of their regal titles. Girls became ‘Johns’, 
‘Johns’ became ‘bitches’, and bitches ain’t shit but hoes and tricks. Well whose trick 
was that? Is it a coincidence that the Virgin Mary and Mary Magdalene shared the 
same name, but not the same crown? These girls have no crown. Just scalp-pats 
and ass-taps. They say “Hit it from the back”. Well, I couldn’t look a Queen in the 
eye either. So we’ll just pretend they’re all animals or objects. Because devotion is 
harder than disconnection. Someone disconnect the throne from the seat of their 
elastic denim. Beat them till they bounce back like rubber-banded bimbos. Tell 
them bend over. Can you wave hello to hell? Can you smell the burning embers? 
Does it smell like sulfur? Does it smell like dirty twat? You know, dirty twats get 
swatted into !lthy gutters. We’ve got to get our minds out the gutter. Gotta get 
these hoes o" the track. Gotta get this glue out this trap. Those sticky, Nicki Minaj 
impersonators, those self-proclaimed “Bad bitches”, “Hood Bitches”, “Five-star 
Bitches”. They disrespect the galaxies because heaven has no place for whores. So 
where will they go? Sexual freedom isn’t acceptable for women. Due to the 
misogyny massaged into men’s brains. A Queen loses her crown when she loses 
her virginity. And a Queen becomes a ‘bitch’ when she likes it.�

The House by Kai Davis
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Gran Fury (American artist collective, 1988-1994). from the Kissing 
Doesn’t Killseries, 1988. Poster, o"set lithography, 16 x 10”.
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Ollie Schminkey, performing for Macalester College at the 
2014 College Unions Poetry Slam Invitational
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gender performance

Judith Butler
• gender is a performance — it's what you do at 

particular times, rather than a universal who 
you are

• The identity may appear to be written on the 
body, it is because we perform those identities, 
we repeat them

• gender identity does not express inner truth or 
‘naturalness’, but is the product of "stylish 
repetition of actions"

• regulatory regimes are put in place to maintain 
its ‘naturalness’
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public/private
public and private spaces operate at a variety of scales that 

overlap and intersect, creating a mosaic of spaces and 
degrees of access

Public spaces are very importantly, spaces for 
representation. 

That is, public space is a place within which bodies can 
stake out the space that allows them to be seen.

Another way of thinking about public and private is through 
the way ideology has made its activities legible — 

 public: often used to de!ne the spaces of approved 
social interaction

 private: refers to personal space and intimate 
encounter

mercredi 11 février 15



the street

Why does Valentine choose to use ‘the street’ rather 
than ‘public space’?

1) "public" spaces are privately owned, controlled and managed
2) these spaces often exclude people based on age, class, race, 
sexuality, and so on. 
3) the term "public" de$ects attention from the fact "that many so-
called 'private' relationships, such as sexualities, are actually part 
of 'public' space”
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Denice Frohman, Women of the World Poetry Slam 2013 champion
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the body
 “The body must be seen as a series of processes of becoming rather 
than a !xed state of being” - Grosz

 The body is both active and productive. 

Its speci!city is a function of its modes of organization — which are 

the results of its ability to a"ect and be a"ected by 
other bodies. 
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spaces-bodies-sexualities
 the relationship between cities/urban space and bodies, from a 

sexualities perspective
 the relationship between the materiality of bodies in space, the 

space of our bodies, and ways in which sexual di"erence is mapped 
onto body-space-matter

Sexual di"erence is the ways in history people have been a priori  
signi!ed, identi!ed and di"erentiated as having particular identity 
traits (rational, passive) because of their sex (male, female). 

An enduring a"ect is a restriction on the space that women can 
occupy

CENTRAL CONCERN 
how sexual hierarchies are organized by the di"erential allocation 

and use of space
how our bodies resists enclosure in/by space
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intersectionality
 term by Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw, 1989
 often used in critical theories to describe the ways in which oppressive institutions 

(racism, sexism, homophobia, transphobia, ableism, xenophobia, classism, etc.) are 
interconnected and cannot be examined separately from one another

 mostly used when discussing systematic oppression

not an ideology —— a methodology
A way of approaching the world’s 

issues from your embodied experience
 One person or group may have 

multiple forms of oppression directed 
against them at the same time.  

A person can be oppressed in one 
way, and have privilege in another.
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Reel to Real: Race, Sex, and Class At The Movies by bell 
hooks http://savedbythe-bellhooks.tumblr.com/
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http://savedbythe-bellhooks.tumblr.com/
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queer orientations

Sara Ahmed
• etymology: "oblique, o"-center," which comes from the Indo-European word 

"twist." 

• Queer is a spatial term, which then gets translated into a sexual term

• a term for a twisted sexuality that does not follow a "straight line," a sexuality 
that is bent and crooked

• Sexuality itself can be considered a spatial formation (Valentine 1995):

• in the sense that bodies inhabit sexual spaces 

• in the sense that bodies are sexualized through how they inhabit space
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Kai Davis, 17 representing Philadelphia at Brave New Voices, 2011
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“We’ve learned to call queens outside of their regal titles. Girls became ‘Johns’, ‘Johns’ became ‘bitches’, and bitches 
ain’t shit but hoes and tricks. Well whose trick was that? Is it a coincidence that the Virgin Mary and Mary 
Magdalene shared the same name, but not the same crown? These girls have no crown. Just scalp-pats and ass-taps. 
They say “Hit it from the back”. Well, I couldn’t look a Queen in the eye either. So we’ll just pretend they’re all 
animals or objects. Because devotion is harder than disconnection. Someone disconnect the throne from the seat of 
their elastic denim. Beat them till they bounce back like rubber-banded bimbos. Tell them bend over. Can you wave 
hello to hell? Can you smell the burning embers? Does it smell like sulfur? Does it smell like dirty twat? You know, 
dirty twats get swatted into #lthy gutters. We’ve got to get our minds out the gutter. Gotta get these hoes o" the 
track. Gotta get this glue out this trap. Those sticky, Nicki Minaj impersonators, those self-proclaimed “Bad bitches”, 
“Hood Bitches”, “Five-star Bitches”. They disrespect the galaxies because heaven has no place for whores. So where 
will they go? Sexual freedom isn’t acceptable for women. Due to the misogyny massaged into men’s brains. A Queen 
loses her crown when she loses her virginity. And a Queen becomes a ‘bitch’ when she likes it.�

The House by Kai Davis
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“I think the thing that’s missing most is 
thinking of sex workers as agents in 
their own lives, and people who have 
demands — who aren’t just the object 
of somebody’s gaze, or the object of 
violence, or the object of a politician’s 
downfall.”
—  Melissa Gira Grant
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bill c-36
• introduced: 4 june 2014 | came into force: 6 dec 2014
•buying or attempting to buy sex will be illegal for the !rst 
time in Canadian history
• It follows the so-called Nordic model (Norway, Sweden and 
Iceland) which makes buying sex illegal, while selling it is not. 
•Selling sex remains legal, but buying it becomes a criminal 
o"ense. 
• It will also be illegal for anyone to communicate for the 
purpose of prostitution and prohibits advertising the sexual 
services of others. 
• prohibition on keeping or being in a “bawdy house” for 
purposes of prostitution

http://www.parl.gc.ca/HousePublications/Publication.aspx?Pub=Bill&Doc=C-36&File=19
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sex work
"They are not harmful because they are illegal. 
They are illegal because they are harmful."
 
“The sex trade is bad for society, That's a 
strong view held by our government and I 
think by most Canadians."
— Prime Minister Stephen Harper, 2014

"Same sex marriage is not a human right. ... 
undermining the traditional de!nition of 
marriage is an assault on multiculturalism 
& the practices in those communities." —
Stephen Harper, 2005
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sex work
Sex work is a form of labor, an exchange of services that functions 
within our economic system
the sex industry operates within the same economic system yet its 
community members are denied many of its a"ordances

Grant asks: why is it so hard for us to approach sex work as a 
form of labour, as a job like other jobs? 

Why do we force sex workers to con!rm !rst that they enjoy and 
!nd empowerment in their work before trusting their input on 
their own industry when we don’t ever ask mail carriers if they !nd 
their jobs empowering before !ghting for their rights to unionize, 
collectively bargain, etc?
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http://savedbythe-bellhooks.tumblr.com/
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Kai Davis, Fuck I look like, 2012 
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