
Sandpaper between two cultures which tear
one another apart
I'm not a means by which you can reach spiritual
understanding or even
learn to do beadwork
I'm only willing to tell you how to make fry bread
1 cup !our, spoon of salt, spoon of baking powder
Stir Add milk or water or beer until it holds together
Slap each piece into rounds
Let rest
Fry in hot grease until golden
This is Indian food
only if you know that Indian is a government word
which has nothing to do with our names for 
ourselves
I won't chant for you
I admit no spirituality to you
I will not sweat with you or ease your guilt with "ne
turtle tales
I will not wear dancing clothes to read poetry or
explain hardly anything at all
I don't think your attempts to understand us are 
going
to work so
I'd rather you left us in whatever peace we can still
scramble up after all you continue to do
If you send me one more damn !yer about how to 
heal
myself for $300 with

special feminist counseling
I'll probably set "re to something
If you tell me one more time that I'm wise I'll throw
up on you
Look at me
See my confusion Loneliness fear worrying about 
all
our struggles to keep what little is left for us
Look at my heart not your fantasies
Please don't ever again tell me about your 
Cherokee
great-great grandmother
Don't assume I know every other Native Activist
in the world personally
That I even know names of all the tribes
or can pronounce names I've never heard
or that I'm expert at the peyote stitch
If you ever
again tell me
how strong I am
I'll lay down on the ground and moan so you'll see
at last my human weakness like your own
I'm not strong I'm scraped
I'm blessed with life while so many I've known are
dead

See that to pity me or to adore me
are the same

I am not Your Princess by Chrystos
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residential schools

Between 1831 and 1969, residential 
schools operated in Canada 
through arrangements between 
the Government of Canada and 
the church. 

One common objective de!ned 
this period — the assimilation of 
Aboriginal children.

many survivors su"er from 
residential school syndrome (RSS)

From the mid-19th century to the late 20th century, there were over 150 Aboriginal 
residential schools operating across Canada.

http://wherearethechildren.ca/en/exhibition/

passage of the Indian Act in 1876
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How does whiteness orient bodies in particular ways?

Akala, Being a Man 2014
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whiteness
 multidimensional, complex, systemic and systematic:
 socially and politically constructed, and therefore a learned 

behavior -> habit
 doesn’t simply refer to skin colour but is ideology based on 

beliefs, values behaviors, habits and attitudes, which result in the 
unequal distribution of power and privilege based on skin colour 
(Frye, 1983;  Kivel, 1996)

 represents a position of power where the power holder de"nes 
the categories, which means that the power holder decides who is 
white and who is not (Frye, 1983)

It is relational. “White” only exists in relation/opposition to other 
categories/locations in the racial hierarchy produced by whiteness.

 #uid - who is considered white changes over time (Kivel, 1996)
 whiteness is often invisible to white people, and this perpetuates 

a lack of knowledge or understanding of di$erence (hooks, 1994)
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orientations of whiteness

How does whiteness orient bodies in particular ways?

Ahmed uses phenomenology to make us think whiteness — 
phenomenology asks us to be aware of the lived embodied 
experience.

Orientation is the activity in which we position ourselves to have 
some objects within reach, and other not in reach 

- this is how we take up space, we are shaped by objects, 
because we orient/re-orient towards speci"c objects.
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stopping devices

there are objects that allow you to 
(racially) pass or not

Ahmed calls the ones that disallow you 
from passing stopping devices

such as a passport (country of birth), 
name (Sara Ahmed), skin color, etc 

these are often inherited from 
colonialist/imperialist histories 
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colonialism
 practice of domination which involves the 

subjugation of one people to another
Usually involves a transfer/theft of land and 

transfer of population to this new territory
Canada is built on colonialism - when we talk 

about how “young” Canada is, we erase the 
history of this land and the people.  
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in-habit-ing spaces

habits are not exterior to bodies, they are what bodies do, what 
bodies repeat and as such what bodies are capable of doing

 our body is behind the action, it isn’t in the way of the action
eg. checking our phone when we wake up, that is a habit, because 

our body does what it’s supposed to do - extend itself towards the 
phone

eg. using he/she as we become habituated to using cis-normative 
language

And if habits are routine they become 
signi!ed problematically as ‘second nature’
So that is what whiteness has become for 
most white people and for society. 
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pamela george trial

• Justice Malone instructed the jury to remember that George was 
"indeed a prostitute" when considering whether she consented to 
a sexual assault.

Pamela George -- February 27, 1967 - April 18, 1995
• In the early morning hours of April 17, 1995, on the 
outskirts of Regina, Saskatchewan, Pamela Jean George 
was raped and beaten to death by two young white men. 
• in December 1996, Kummer!eld and Ternowetsky 
were convicted by jury of manslaughter, rather than 
murder, and sentenced to six and a half years each by 
Justice Ted Malone
• Kummer!eld received full parole on November 10, 
2000 (he’s also been questioned for gay-bashing...)
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femicide/feminicide
 is the gendered killing of women because they are women 
often accompanied by sexual assault. It is rooted in sexism, 
misogyny and women’s inequality. While femicide includes the 
killing by women and girls by anyone (partner, friend, family 
member, and stranger), the most common perpetrator of 
femicide is the woman’s partner or former partner or male 
members of the girl’s family. 
• Aboriginal women are 3x more likely to be killed by a stranger. 

• between 2000 and 2008, Aboriginal women and girls represented 
approximately 10% of all female homicides in Canada. However, 
Aboriginal women make up only 3% of the female population

• - from Native Women's Association of Canada (NWAC)
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what is deliberately missing from the trial?

history (colonialism, Indian Act, etc)
geography (The Stroll vs the boys hometown, etc)
whiteness (protected and reproduced)
the social meaning, and production of spaces 
femicide (killing of women because they are women)
sex work rights (misogynist ideas enacted)

mercredi 18 février 15



prostitution/sex work is NOT inherently violent! 
This assumption just serves to naturalize 
violence and assumes, among other things, that 
sex workers are asking for it  and cannot be 
raped

“I think the thing that’s missing most is thinking 
of sex workers as agents in their own lives, and 
people who have demands — who aren’t just the 
object of somebody’s gaze, or the object of 
violence, or the object of a politician’s downfall.”
—  Melissa Gira Grant
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“For the master’s tools will never 
dismantle the master’s house. They may 
allow us to temporarily beat him at his 
own game, but they will never enable 
us to bring about genuine change. 
Racism and homophobia are real 
conditions of all our lives in this place 
and time... the personal as the political 
can begin to illuminate all our choices.” 
― Audre Lorde

happy birthday Audre Lorde! happy birthday Toni Morrison!

"Make up a story... For our sake and 
yours forget your name in the street; 
tell us what the world has been to 
you in the dark places and in the 
light. Don't tell us what to believe, 
what to fear. Show us belief's wide 
skirt and the stitch that unravels 
fear's caul." 
— Toni Morrison
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Alanis Obomsawin
b.  August 31, 1932
Canadian !lmmaker of Abenaki 
descent

“What keeps me going is our 
people and their stories. It doesn’t 
come from outside — it comes 
from the people themselves. They 
often don’t realize how great they 
are or what wonderful storytellers 
they are. That’s what always 
amazes me.”
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